
How to SAQ
(Like the Mongols)



What is an SAQ? (From the College Board)

BAR BAR BAR BAR



● Question 1 is required, includes 1 secondary source, and 
focuses on historical developments or processes between 
the years 1200(?) and 2001.

● Question 2 is required, includes 1 primary source, and 
focuses on historical developments or processes between 
the years 1200(?) and 2001.

● Chose between Question 3 (which focuses on historical 
developments or between the years 1200(?) and 1750) 
and Question 4 (which focuses on historical developments 
or processes between the years 1750 and 2001) for the 
last question. No sources are included for either 
Question 3 or Question 4.



TIMING:
3 QUESTIONS
3 PARTS (ABC)x

9 THINGS TO DO
9 40 MINUTES

4:44 PER PART 



FORMAT:
WRITE INSIDE 
THE BOX

DO EACH PART 
SEPERATELY

A. Blah blah blah 
blah blah blah 
blah blah blah.

B. Blah blah blah 
blah blah blah 
blah blah blah.

C. Blah blah blah 
blah blah blah 
blah blah blah. 

USE COMPLETE 
SENTENCES



EVERY EXAMPLE I’VE SEEN SO 
FAR HAS THE FOLLOWING 
FORMAT:

FORMAT:

IDENTIFY,
IDENTIFY AND EXPLAIN, 
OR DESCRIBE.



SAQ Formatting

• Must write within the BOX, no 
exceptions 

• Do each part of the question (typically 
A, B, C) separately, not as one 
paragraph with all 3 responses 

• Each response can be a good 
sentence or two.  Try to be brief and 
accurate

• Must be complete sentences.  No 
bullet points.

Remember to 
separate your a, b, 

and c responses, OR 
I WILL SMASH YOU!



SAQ Sample
a) Identify and explain 

TWO factors before 
1450 C.E. that 
account for the 
pattern of the 
caravanserai shown 
on the map. 

b) Identify and explain 
ONE reason that the 
caravanserai shown 
on the map declined 
in significance in the 
period 1450-1750 
C.E. 

Where to 
next…..?

I'm 
Hungry



What good responses will include (from the College Board)

Question Requirement TWO FACTORS Explanation of Factors



a.) Identify and explain 
ONE factor that enabled
Japan to develop military
Capacity alluded to in the 
Printing.
b.) Identify and explain
ONE way in which the
Painting reflects the 
Development of new
Cultural identities in the
Nineteenth century.
c.) Identify and explain
ONE way in which Japanese
Militarism affected
International policy in the period
Circa 1900-1945.




