
embrace the dark side & learn HOW TO DBQ!

“I find your lack of faith disturbing”





DBQ (Document Based 
Questions

• You will be given a (probably a relatively random) prompt 
and seven documents that will help you answer the 
prompt

60 minutes
READING = 

15min.
WRITING = 

45min.



HERE’S THE 
KICKER
•The DBQ is not 
about you 
answering the 
question correctly.

•The DBQ is about 
you being a 
historian
• You will be using 
these documents to 
draw a conclusion 
related to the 
prompt

• And based on the 
evidence you collect 
from the 
documents; you 
write your essay.



HOW DO I USE 
DOCUMENTS?

• As a historian to 
organize, interpret, 
and analyze the 
documents.

• Organize = can you 
group the docs into a 
couple of 
categories/groups?

• Interpret = do you 
know what the 
document is telling 
you based on the 
prompt you’ve been 
given? 

• Analyze = can you 
use the document to 
help you come to a 
conclusion? 

When I left you, I was but 
the learner. Now I am the 
MASTER.



Give yourself to the Dark Side. 
It is the only way you can 
PASS THE TEST!

1 point







HOW TO DBQ

1 point











Ahhhhhhhh, blasted ANALYSIS!!!
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