
LEQ
LONG ESSAY QUESTION



LEQTHE LONG ESSAY 
QUESTION IS YOUR 
FINAL CHALLENGE ON 
MAY 10. 40 MINUTES 
FOR 15% OF YOUR 
SCORE.



LONG ESSAY QUESTION
The long essay question requires students to do the following:
• Respond to the prompt with a historically defensible thesis or claim that 

establishes a line of reasoning.
• Describe a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.
• Support an argument in response to the prompt using specific and relevant 

examples of evidence.
• Demonstrate a complex understanding of the historical development that is the 

focus of the prompt, using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify an argument 
that addresses the question.

Students must select one of the three long essay questions. 
Each question focuses on the same reasoning process, but historical developments 
and processes in different time periods. 
• The first option focuses primarily on historical developments or processes between 

1200 and 1750. 
• The second primarily on historical developments or processes between 1450 and 

1900.
• The third primarily on historical developments or processes between 1750 and 

2001.



GOOD NEWS:
“STUDENTS 
WILL CHOOSE 
ONE OF THREE 
LONG ESSAYS 
TO ANSWER IN 
WRITING.”

YOU WILL HAVE A CHOICE…



BAD NEWS:
Students must use 
ONE of the THREE 
HTS to answer the 
prompt:     

-COMPARISON 
-CAUSATION 
-CONTINUITY & 
CHANGE



Past Essay Topics…look at the 
wording.
2022 - LEQ: Develop an argument that evaluates the 
extent to which ONE pre-Columbian state in the 
Americas was successful in consolidating and 
centralizing its authority during this period. 

2022 - LEQ: Develop an argument that evaluates the 
extent to which military conflict or conquest was the 
main cause of religious change in this period.

2022 - LEQ: Develop an argument that evaluates the 
extent to which the spread of free-market ideas led 
to economic change during this period.

Describe
How Much







Historical Thinking Skills (HTS)

Comparison

Similarities/
Differences

Causation

Cause/Effect

Continuity & Change

Patterns of 
something constant/ 
patterns of change



LET’S WARM UP YOUR COMPARISON SKILLS… 
FIND AS MANY SIMILARITIES & DIFFERENCES 
IN THESE TWO PICTURES IN 3 MINUTES.



CAUSATION ASKS YOU TO LOOK AT THE 
CAUSES & EFFECTS OF SOMETHING. LIST 3 
CAUSES & 3 EFFECTS OF THIS IMAGE…



USING SPECIFIC EXAMPLES, ANALYZE 
THE CONTINUITY & CHANGE OVER TIME 
OF THIS MUSIC VIDEO…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sb5aq5HcS1A










Essay Format
I. Thesis + Context

II. Body Paragraph 1 
A. FIRST Similarity/Difference, Continuity/Change, 

Cause/Effect.

III. Body Paragraph 2
A. SECOND Similarity/Difference, Continuity/Change, 

Cause/Effect.

Body paragraph format
II. Topic sentence (directly from thesis)

Explain argument, use specific evidence, support 
argument with evidence. REPEAT


